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2.   Design Act Update
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Latest Updates after the Revised Act Came into Effect

1.  Number of Design Applications for Newly Protected   
     Subject Matter

The JPO released the number of design applications as of 
October 1, 2020, for newly protected subject matter filed 
after the effective date of the Revised Act as follows:

In just half a year after the Revised Act became effective, 
more than 400 applications were filed for GUI designs, more 
than 200 applications were filed for building designs, and 
more than  100 applications were filed for interior designs. 

Not surprisingly, the total number of design applications 
filed with the JPO is decreasing due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. However, even in these difficult situations, the 
applications for the newly protected subject matter is filed at 
a steady pace, proving that users are highly interested in 
protecting these new subject matter proactively.
In particular, as non-display screen images, such as icons, 
can now be protected under the Revised Act, the number 
of the applications for these types of GUIs has been 
significantly expanded.

As the articles which have not be registrable as design in 
the past are now protectable under the Revised Act, it is 
also true that additional burden will be imposed on 
companies/individuals. It becomes more important to 
create an application strategy to avoid unnecessary 
restrictions of business activities in Japan due to the 
unexpected design registrations of other companies. 

2.  Examples of Design Applications for Newly Protected 
      Subject Matter

The Culture Convenience Club Company (“CCC”), Limited, 
which operates "Tsutaya Bookstore," has reportedly filed 
three (3) interior design applications.

The first design is related to a bookshelf at a bookstore 
that opened in Nara City on April 4, 2020. The second 
design is related to the "Ehon no Yama" (mountain of books) 
bookshelf at the Wakayama Civic Library in Wakayama 

City. The third design is related to a bookstore that 
opened on March 29, 2020, at Haneda Airport in Tokyo.

https://store.tsite.jp/nara/floor/shop/tsutaya-books/

https://wakayama.civic-library.jp/node/1040

https://store.tsite.jp/haneda-airport/about/
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Rei 1 (Gyo Ke)10146

Detailed description of mark: 
The applied-for mark was only composed of 
an orange color (Munsel value 0.5YR5.6/11.2)

App. No. 2015-30000
  (Hitachi Construction Machinery Co., Ltd.) 

https://japan.hitachi-kenki.co.jp/products/new/medium-excavators/ 

https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/directories/wtr1000/rankings/myanmar
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